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Subject: Re: Questions regarding Eleonor Bouw
From: Knysna Keep - Mike <mike@knysnakeep.org>
Date: 2014/06/02 9:14 AM
To: ralphstander <ralphstander@gmail.com>
Some more questions in red for clarification. Thanks.
On 2014/06/02 08:34 AM, ralphstander wrote:

Sent from Samsung tablet

-------- Original message -------From: Knysna Keep - Mike <mike@knysnakeep.org>
Date: 01/06/2014 15:59 (GMT+02:00)
To: ANC - Ralph Stander <ralphstander@gmail.com>
Subject: Questions regarding Eleonor Bouw

In seeking information about Eleonor Bouw (after she announced that she was running as candidate for
the DA), i approached you with queries about her. Your answers were startling so i need to ensure that it is
on the record so that i'm covered legally. I'm hoping that you will repeat what was said by answering the
following questions which i will publish on www.KnysnaKeep.org after verifying the general story with third
parties.
I may rearrange the Q&A slightly but will keep it true to what you say. I may send more questions to
clarify your answers.
Please answer each question below and return to me by Monday (tomorrow) midday:
Mike: What is and was your relationship with Eleonor Bouw?
Ralph Stander: She's an acquaintance and [is currently an] opposition party member.
Mike: Eleonor spent 11 years in official service to the ANC and Knysna. From 2007-2011 she was our
Mayor. She went from such a high position to nothing politically. What was never explained to the public
was what her fallout with the ANC leadership was over?
Ralph Stander: I don't know about any fallout. I think she use to be the blue-eyed girl of the previous
leadership... but the same can't be said about the ordinary members on the ground. They were the people
who werne't recognised by her and they were the people who chose not to vote for her again (the people
shall govern)
Mike: Despite being dropped as mayoral candidate, surely she was still on the ANC's Councillor candidate
list for the 2011 Municipal elections?
Ralph Stander: She was a candidate but resigned.
Mike: But, before that, she was moved much higher up the list. How did that happen?
Ralph Stander: Provincial and National leadership have the right to change the list in line with ANC
constitution and rules & regulations.
Mike: I heard she went from bottom of the list to the #2 position, essentially Deputy Mayor if the ANC won
Knysna again, but then suddenly quit. What do you think led to her radical turnaround?
Ralph Stander: I'm not sure and heard many stories around it but I don't want to speculate.
Mike: Is there any truth to the rumour that she was undermining the ANC in Hornlee and Concordia before
she quit? If so, how?
Ralph Stander: I don't understand this question.
Mike: Allegedly part of the fallout with the ANC was because she was telling people in her ward not to vote for
the ANC whilst she was ANC Mayor, just before the elections. Is there any truth to this?
Ralph Stander:
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Mike: I've heard rumours that she was secretly working for the DA. In fact, one source claimed that a deal was
made between some ANC, DA and municipal staff in Oudtshoorn and Knysna. Is any of this true? Was anyone
else involved?
Ralph Stander:
Mike: How is anybody to trust what you say? It was common political knowledge that you and Eleonor had
a poor relationship. Although both you and her told me in 2013 that you had buried the hatchet, how is the
public to believe that when they read your answers? After all, these accusations, if true, are quite damning
and some will surely say that you have political motive to drag her down a notch after she announced, this
week, her candidacy for the DA, your opposition?
Ralph Stander: Yes, its public knowledge that we were not friends and that she wanted to silence me by
taking me to court but as Christian I'm taught to love your neighbour as yourself. Also all that I'm going to
do is to answer all your questions as truthful as possible but without slandering anybody.
Mike: Back in 2010, you were the CEO of Proudly Knysna which would run events in Hornlee as the
Coloured tokenism (my belief) part of the Pick 'n Pay Knysna Oyster Festival. There was conflict between
you and Eleonor Bouw/Stephen de Vries (currently Chief Whip for the Knysna ANC) which was reported in
the newspapers. What happened?
Ralph Stander: I really don't want to go there but, yes, it was reported in various local and national
newspapers so I guess it's in the public domain. I laid charges against the two of them for breaking the
Councillors' Code of Conduct by offering money, positions and other favors to deal and undermine me to
two other Proudly Knysna committee members. They managed to totally destabilise PK but didn't manage
to have their way with me. The tokenism part I don't understand.
Not relevant to this interview but, to clarify, by "tokenism" i meant that the Pick 'n Pay Oyster Festival gives a
little cash for events to the poorer areas so that they can pretend in the media that the festival is for all
communities of Knysna.
Ralph Stander:
Mike: The Changes organisation took the Oyster business away from you. Who was involved in Changes
and why did you consider their motive to be political?
Ralph Stander: Changes was established by Eleanor while she was still the Mayor and it was part of the
destabilization of PK. When Eleanor was no longer a councillor, she had a good home to walk into. She
made sure that lots of funds and resources were pumped into it while she was still in council.
Mike: You reported Eleonor to the MEC for Local Government. What did he do and why?
Ralph Stander: Yes but nothing came of it. I didn't even got an acknowledgement. I couldn't understand
why nothing was done seeing that she was then a senior opposition leader. It makes one wonder.
Mike: Eleonor sued you for R200 000. What was the result of the case?
Ralph: Yes. That was part of a scare tactic for reporting the matter to the powers and for questioning her
love for attention from the white community and the lack of attention in the Coloured and African
communities, but those who know me knows that I don't scare easily.
So nothing happened? She dropped the case?
Ralph Stander:
Mike: For the past year, i've been saying that there are different factions in the Knysna DA and ANC. Your
answers prove the ANC part. I've also said that i believe that some things in Knysna Municipality don't add
up unless some ANC, DA and municipal staff are working together. I don't mean that in a general sense,
which is essential, but secretly for self-benefit. Do you believe this possible or true? If so, justify your
answer.
Ralph Stander: I believe there are agents all over and the sooner they are exposed the better. No
organisation can be allowed to be destroyed from within.
Mike: When did Eleonor first approach the DA?
Ralph Stander: Lol. Why do you ask me?
Mike: Because what happens in politics is often known first by politicians. We're a small town and the political
parties are often working together in the same building? Are you denying that she was approached by the DA?
Or that she approached them?
Ralph Stander:
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Mike: The ANC was accused of giving business to pals in Plettenberg Bay whilst Eleonor was the ANC
Mayor of Knysna. How did Eleonor's then husband, Rowan Spies, come from nowhere to suddenly be a
partner in Moby Dick's (with the previous tenant having been given only 30 days notice)?
I don't know.
Mike: The DA ran an investigation into the matter. Allegedly, the forensic report said that it was a clear
case of fraud but the DA then, strangely, chose not to prosecute. Why?
You tell me

Mike: Stephen de Vries is a Board member of Knysna Tourism. He, along with the DA councillors on the
Board, have refused to explain the financial crisis that occurred or provide me with information requested.
It makes no sense when the opposition isn't acting as the opposition. I consider this collusion against the
public interest. Although you may not be a Board member, i consider you guilty too as you have been
aware of it for years and done nothing of significance to bring the matter to daylight or justice. You are a
separate issue to this line of questioning but i want my position to be clear i.e. i favour no side, i simply
want the public to be told the truth in all matters. As you are higher up the ANC totem poll, i consider you
to be more guilty. But, pursuant to the Eleonor Bouw/Stephen de Vries line of questioning is that Stephen
has known Eleonor Bouw for a long time. She was even, momentarily, added to the Tourism Board. What
is/was his relationship with her?
Ralph Stander: Oh, she was? Im not surprised by that. She always had a cosy relationship with the powers
that be at Knysna Tourism. All ANC members should be accountabable?
You never answered what her relationship with Stephen de Vries was and is?
Ralph Stander:
Mike: Is it true that Eleonor Bouw (then Bouw-Spies), at the end of her reign as Mayor, was after Shaun
van Ecks job as CEO of Knysna Tourism?
Ralph Stander: There were stories like that and because I don't believe in rumours, I asked her about the
matter. She must still reply to my queries.
Mike: Rumours are dangerous but they can arrive in different ways. They prompted you to ask her, after
all? How did you hear about it?
Ralph Stander: There are many things that one learns unofficially but you can never just base your
information on that. You also can't just ignore or dismiss yhat because "Waar n rokie trek, brand 'n
vuurtjie". I believe in verification, in making sure of my facts. When I heard Eleanor moved over to the
DA, I asked her whether it was true or not. Thats how I do things.
Mike: When did you ask her about the DA move and what was her response?
Ralph Stander:
Mike: It's important that the public understand all sides. The difference between truth and the motive for
telling the truth is a very grey line. Are you in a faction opposite to the one Stephen is?
Ralph Stander: I'm not part of a faction. I'm a loyal, tried and tested member of the ANC. There are
however comrades in the ANC that might not be so loyal or who's loyalty are with themselves first.
Mike: What are the odds of you running as a councillor candidate in the 2016 municipal elections?
Ralph Stander: The odds? I don't know. I'm a loyal ANC member that will serve the ANC where in
whatsoever capacity if see fit. The ANC decides and it's not up to me or anyone to say I want this or that.
Its not like in the DA where you apply to become a public representative. With us THE PEOPLE DECIDES.
The branches of the ANC.
Thank you.

-Mike Hampton
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Woody Allen: "Confidence is what you have before you understand the problem."
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